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I’m delighted you’re considering USP College 
as your future place of study. We look forward 
to completing this journey with you and seeing 
you develop, whilst giving you the best quality 
experience. 

But what do we mean by “quality”? Firstly, our career-focused 
curriculum ensures that you are exposed to real world scenarios and 
industry experts, giving you the tools and projects to understand your 
future roles in industry and society. Equally important is our teaching 
staff – the people who will be working with you on a daily basis. It’s 
through the support and guidance of these individuals which will allow 
you to achieve your goals.
 
That’s only the beginning. We also firmly believe in providing you 
access to the best possible technologies and facilities for you to be 
successful. Our three campuses are set up for an optimised student 
experience, and our XTEND Digital Campus boasts some of the most 
innovative education technologies in the UK. We work with a range of 
influential employers who help us craft and refine our qualifications, and 
assist in providing you with potential work experience opportunities.
  
Beyond all of this, your safety and wellbeing is our first priority.  
Our campuses are safe, inclusive environments where you can  
be yourself and know that you have all of the support  
you need.
 
So, to us, quality is sending you out into the world, armed 
with excellent qualifications, as well as the skills and 
work experience to make you stand out against your 
competitors. Whether you are planning to go to 
university, become an apprentice, or enter the world 
of work, you will have the edge to succeed.

We look forward to welcoming you to  
USP College!

In November 2021 we had a visit from education inspector Ofsted, and the 
results were positive. USP College was graded as Good in six of the seven key 
areas, and Outstanding in one of them, resulting in the overall grading of Good. 
The grading re-iterates the upward trajectory we’ve made, solidifying us as a 
key role player in the South Essex community. But more importantly, the grading 
gives us reassurance that we’re giving our students a quality experience.
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Dan Pearson.

Learners participate in highly 
effective, individually tailored 
learning programmes.
Ofsted 2021
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We focus 
on careers, 
not just 
qualifications. 

USP College was formed in 2017 following the merger of Seevic College 
in Benfleet and Palmer’s College in Grays. The College’s history dates 
back to 1706 when Palmer’s first opened after merchant William Palmer 
founded a charity school for the parish of Grays, while the Seevic Campus 
opened in 1972 as a Sixth Form College. More recently, our pioneering 
approach to technology in education has led us to opening a  
state-of-the-art Digital Campus in Canvey Island.

We strive to provide you with the best possible 
technologies, facilities, industry partnerships, 
teaching support and curriculum. But most 
importantly, we focus on you, the student, which 
means that you can focus on what’s most important 
– enjoying your time at college and progressing 
towards your successful career. 

We offer one of the widest choice of A-Levels in 
South East Essex, in addition to T-Levels, Vocational 
Qualifications (BTECs), Foundation Learning, Adult 
and Higher Education courses. Whatever your 
ambitions, we have a course at the right level to  
suit you!

In addition to your chosen course, we provide 
you with the opportunity to gain real experience 
by working with local and global businesses on 

live projects, giving you the 
skills desired by employers and 
universities through our College 
Companies. You will also attend a 
series of professional development 
days (CPD days), giving you a glimpse 
into your chosen career, where you can 
learn practical skills or get a professional 
certificate - giving you the competitive edge.

You will experience the very latest technology 
on your USP College journey, such as immersive 
spaces and virtual reality. In addition, our pioneering 
approach to digital technology means that, should 
you need to, you will be able to study with a flexible 
blend of face-to-face and/or virtual learning. 

About 
USP College.
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Success rates
To put it simply, our students do really 
well. They go on to employment 
opportunities and  jobs in the City 
and exciting degree courses at their 
chosen universities. They go out into 
the world and make a difference. And 
if you join us, you could too.

Innovation and technology
Everything we do at USP College is 
rooted in our desire to always look 
to the future and explore how we 
can do things better. The result? A 
lively environment, fun and engaging 
lessons, and teachers that will push 
you to do your very best.

Student wellbeing and support
We know that life can be tough 
sometimes. If you’re struggling, we’ll 
give you the support you need. Our 
dedicated Wellbeing Team will help 
you build resilience and find ways 
of coping with stress. We also have 
Counsellors on campus to guide 
you through any difficulties, whether 
inside or outside of college. Not 
to mention our relationships with 
external bodies to ensure you receive 
the full range of support that you 
need.

Career pathways 
Our career-focused approach equips you for 
the high-end career of your choice. You’ll gain 
work-ready skills, industry knowledge, work 
experience and a great portfolio that will give you a 
competitive edge.

Wide range of courses
We offer a wide choice of A-Level subjects and 
combinations - many of these aren’t offered 
anywhere else locally. We also offer T-Levels, 
a brand new qualification launched by the 
Government, Vocational courses like BTEC, UAL, 
CACHE and OCR. Our curriculum doesn’t stop 
there as we offer entry level qualifications, adult 
courses and even degree programmes. 

Independence
If you’re looking for more freedom and a greater 
sense of independence, somewhere that will treat 
you like a young adult but still help you when you 
need it, this is the place for you.

Inspiring teachers
Our teachers regularly spend a day in industry so 
they’re in touch with the changing world of work 
and what employers are looking for. They’ll pass on 
this knowledge and understanding to you.

Transferable skills
Our professional development days give you 
industry insights and the work-ready skills that 
employers love.

Employer links
Whatever courses you take, you’ll 
be connected to employers in your 
chosen sector through meaningful 
professional development days, work 
experience, voluntary work and/or our 
College Companies. These offer the 
chance to work on live projects and 
meet real deadlines. They could also 
lead to great references, a holiday 
job, or even full-time employment.

Inclusive atmosphere
We’ll treat you as an individual – not 
a number. Our relaxed dress code 
means that, within reason, you can 
wear what you want! And our staff are 
friendly and approachable. This is a 
college where you’ll be accepted and 
can be yourself.

Advice and guidance
All potential and current USP students 
benefit from ongoing, individual 
advice from our Matrix accredited 
Careers team. Whether you are 
looking for support choosing the 
right course combination, your UCAS 
application or covering letters for a 
job or apprenticeship our team will 
ensure you are supported every step 
of the way. 
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Creative 
Industries

Digital Innovation 
& Emerging 
Technologies

Medical 
Technologies & 
Life Sciences

Sport & 
Healthcare 

Professionals

Financial & 
Professional 

Services

Our specialist 
sector areas.

We specialise in these five sectors because they 
offer our students incredibly exciting career 
opportunities. Our research also shows that these 
areas prove to be the most popular with our 
students, year in, year out. And as a bonus, they 
offer the biggest local employment opportunities. 

Keeping up-to-date with the changing world of 
work is a key priority for us. To help us do this, 
we’ve set up sector boards for our five chosen 
areas. These consist of local employers, industry 
experts and higher education institutes. 

Each board meets regularly, where we discuss 
the latest trends in the sector, so we’re sure that 
we are teaching the right skills needed for that 
particular industry. 

We also work closely with the South East 
Local Enterprise Partnership to identify new 
opportunities and keep an eye on changing 
employment patterns. Plus, we stay in regular 
contact with large employers in the region, 
using these relationships to give you extra 
insight and knowledge.

We stay in regular 
contact with large 
employers in the 
region, using these 
relationships to give 
you extra insight 
and knowledge.
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Pick your subjects

Next, think about which career pathway you want to follow

Build 
your own 
career. Develop your competitive edge

Work on a live brief through your 
College Company

Listen to a talk from an employer in 
your chosen career

Complete a meaningful work 
experience placement or 

volunteering

Decide which qualifications you want to take

Start by choosing one of our five sectors areas

1

2

3

4

5

VOCATIONALA-LEVELS T-LEVELS
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College 
companies.

Our College Companies are a key way 
for you to become work-ready. They 
enable you to find out what it is like to 
be employed, work to real deadlines and 
understand externally set assignments. 

Employers will give you live briefs that you 
will work on as part of your course. So, not 
only do you leave us with your qualification, 
but you also have this fantastic opportunity 
to work with employers. 

Ultimately, giving you a competitive edge 
and outstanding portfolio!

Find out what it’s really like to be 
employed. And give yourself the chance 
to get a great reference, part-time job, 
holiday job or even a full-time job offer!

Gain a better 
understanding of 
the industry you 
want to work in.
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Looking after 
student 
wellbeing.

Safety and Wellbeing 
We have specialist Wellbeing Advisors and 
Counsellors who can help if things get too much. 
Like all our staff, they’ll treat you as an individual, 
not a number. Student safety and wellbeing is our 
top priority and our safeguarding teams are based 
in Student Services at both campuses. If you are 
concerned for yourself or a friend you can speak to 
any member of staff in the first instance because all 
staff are trained to a high level. 

Progress Coaches
You’ll have your own Progress Coach to guide 
you through your studies. You’ll meet regularly to 
discuss progress, agree targets, and make sure 
you’re getting the support you need. 

We understand that life can be 
demanding, and often comes with 
unique challenges which are difficult 
to deal with. So, if you are in need of 
a little helping hand, whether inside 
or outside of college, we’re here to 
support you.

Additional Support 
If you have specialist needs, our Learning Plus 
Team, who received an Outstanding Ofsted 
grade, are on hand to help. They can provide in-
class support and organise specialist assessments 
and exam arrangements. They can also help 
you in your studies, for example by advising you 
on essay planning, structuring coursework, and 
managing your time well. 

Accessibility 
Most of our College buildings are accessible if 
you have a physical or sensory impairment. Our 
main buildings have lift access to each floor and 
an accessible toilet, including a specialist wet 
room at our Seevic Campus. We also have on-site 
communicators and care takers, so whatever 
support you need, we are here to help.
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Innovation and 
technology.

Industry Skills Days 
Some of our teachers have already worked in industry, 
while others have expertise in different areas. 
Whatever their background, they take part in regular 
‘Industry Skills Days’. These involve spending the 
day with major employers, finding out about trends 
and issues impacting the sector, and making sure 
they’re up-to-date with the skills and qualifications 
that employers are looking for. They return with fresh 
insights and understanding, even better qualified 
to teach, inspire and pass on their knowledge and 
thinking to you. 

Teacher Development 
What makes an outstanding teacher? How do they 
do things differently? And if you’re struggling with 
something, how can they help? While our teachers 
are all very well qualified, they’re still open to 
learning new ways of doing things. Through regular 
training and new initiatives, they get to share best 
practice, discover new materials and study different 
approaches, so that you can get the most from 
your lessons and benefit from all their hard work! 
Ultimately contributing to you improving your grades.

We take an innovative, flexible approach. We 
need to stay ahead of the curve to make sure 
we know what employers are looking for and to 
understand the best ways of helping you develop 
those skills. Now more than ever, this means 
being open to new ways of doing things. It means 
embracing the latest technology to deliver online 
lessons, and it means being curious and asking 
questions. We do this in a variety of ways: 

Immersive Classrooms  
Our state-of-the-art classrooms boast some of the 
most technologically advanced facilities you’ll find in 
college environments, such as 84-inch LED screens, 
cameras that film both students and teachers, and 
interactive whiteboards that link to iPads that are 
used throughout lessons. Our technologies allow our 
teachers to take various innovative approaches to 
their lessons and give you hands-on experience with 
technology that you will find in industry. And, should 
we need to, gives us the option to deliver great 
lessons virtually. 

Discover the newest 
technologies that our XTEND 
Digital Campus is home to. From 
an Infinity Cove to Motion Capture 
Studio, we are a proud to be the first 
academic institution with access to these 
state-of-the-art technologies!

Take a look by scanning 
the QR code
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Restaurants   
Grab a quick burger or a refreshing salad. Treat 
yourself to a piece of cake. Or set yourself up for 
a full day of studying with a healthy breakfast. Our 
restaurants offer lots of choice, no matter what time 
of day it is. 

Starbucks
Our Seevic and Palmer’s campuses now have 
a Starbucks deli café, offering a full selection 
of your favourite Starbucks coffees, hot drinks, 
Frappuccinos, cakes & bakes and salad boxes. 
Don’t worry, our XTEND Campus is home to Costa 
Coffee, so you can still enjoy your coffee fix!

Break Areas
Sometimes you need to take a break between 
lessons. The open-plan Hub at our Seevic Campus 
and the Garden Room at our Palmer’s Campus are 
great places to chat and meet friends. Fancy a bit of 
fresh air? Don’t worry, we have plenty of space and 
seating areas outside too.

Whether you’re looking for a comfy 
corner to relax in, a quiet professional 
space to study or a place to catch up with 
friends, you’ll find them at all of our campuses.

Relaxation Spots
Our students and staff come from a variety of  
ethnic backgrounds, religions and cultures. If you 
want to pray, meditate or just enjoy some quiet 
time, our Contemplation Room is the place to be. 
Come on in! 

Study Hubs
Need to meet a deadline? Want to research 
something? The Library Resource Centres (LRC) 
at our Seevic and Palmer’s Campuses offer a 
welcoming and supportive learning environment. 
You’ll find lots of useful resources to help inspire 
you, computers and free Wi-Fi, plus staff are on 
hand if you need a bit of help. In addition, our 
William Palmer A-Level Centre of Excellence at our 
Palmer’s Campus is a great study area for A-Level 
students wishing to complete group or individual 
study. 
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Beyond the 
classroom.

See more of the world 
Feel awed by the Big Apple. Or scare yourself silly 
with the rides at Thorpe Park. From days out to 
London to exciting trips abroad, there are lots of 
experiences here to widen your horizons. 

Enrichment     
We offer enrichment activities throughout the day, 
similar to extra-curricular or after school clubs. So, 
whether you want to improve your debating skills, 
keep fit in our on-site gym or play badminton we 
offer a number of activities. 

We also have a number of societies who meet 
regularly to discuss their passions and interests, 
including breakfast club and LGBTIAQ+. 

You can use your time here to explore new interests and hobbies, keep fit 
and healthy, discover the wider world and make your voice heard. 

Going to college is not just about 
studying, it’s also your chance to expand 
your mind and find out who you are.

Get involved with the Student Union 
If you want to have your say about life at USP 
College, the place to start is the Student Union. 
You’ll meet other committed students who want to 
make sure we hear the student voice when we’re 
making important decisions. 

Be a Student Governor 
All Student Union members have the opportunity 
to apply to be a Student Governor – attending 
Corporation meetings with our College Governors 
and the Senior Management Team. Your student 
voice is integral to important decision making at the 
highest level!

Storm Sport Academy    
Compete to the highest level of College 
sport. Our student-athlete Storm 
Academy enables you to study any 
course combination whilst receiving a full 
professional training programme, strength 
& conditioning sessions and game analysis 
across a number of sports.
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Work 
experience.

Students are provided with opportunities 
to participate in employer programmes to 
support specific career pathways. Nowadays, 
all employers – from the multinational to small 
businesses – value candidates who have work 
experience. It’s a fantastic way to: 

•  Develop skills like problem-solving, 
communication and team work. 

•   Learn how to prioritise your time as you 
balance studies with everyday responsibilities. 

•  Connect with people in your chosen industry 
and create a network for future jobs. 

It will also look great on job, apprenticeship or 
university applications. 

Our students often receive 
employment opportunities as a 
direct result of their work placement. 
Showcasing that they are a testament 
to themselves and why we run work 
experience placements. You will also 
benefit from receiving feedback or a 
reference from your employer.

Last year our students 
completed over 70,000 
work experience hours! 
Students worked across 
multiple sectors, in line 
with their future career 
goals, with employers 
both locally and in 
London.

25



Ca
re

er
s l

ed
.

Not sure what to 
study? Get advice from 
our Careers Advisors.

You deserve to leave College feeling ready for 
the wider world. That’s why, whatever stage 
you’re at in planning for your future, we’ll give 
you the support and guidance you need to make 
informed decisions.

If you’d like to go straight into the workplace, 
our experienced Careers Advisors will help 
you explore your options. We’ve got excellent 
connections with regional and national 
employers and training providers. They can also 
advise on apprenticeships, including where to 
look, and when to apply. 

If you’ve got your heart set on going to university, 
or maybe you think you’d like to go but are not 
sure what to study, our Careers Advisors will help 
you every step of the way, from choosing the right 
course and university to completing your UCAS 
application form. 

Career guidance is available on demand for all 
prospective and current USP students, across all 
campuses. For further assistance visit us at an 
Open Evening or email careers@uspcollege.ac.uk. 

Rest assured you will be in good hands as the 
College Careers Team are accredited to the 
matrix standard.  

We understand that leaving school or returning to 
education can be daunting, and with hundreds of careers 
to choose from and even more courses, we know it can be 
a tough decision – but that is why we are here to help.  
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of course options to suit your ambitions and 
career goals. But, deciding what route to take 
can be difficult. 

Here we have included a brief overview of each of 
the different routes available so you can make a 
more informed choice about your future. And don’t 
worry, sometimes we don’t always get it right, but 
that is okay, that is where our expertise comes in. 
You can book to speak to a teacher, or come along 
to an open evening and ask about the different 
course types in more detail.   

A-Levels     
A-Levels open many doors. The chance to study 
at university. The option of exploring subjects you 
love. Even if you want to skip higher education and 
go straight into work, having A-Levels can show 
you’re inquisitive and hard-working. And they’re 
a great way to keep your options open if you’re 
not sure what you want to do. Most people study 
three A-Levels over two years. When it comes to 
choosing your subjects, think about what you’re 
good at and passionate about. A lot of universities 
also ask for specific subject combinations, and we 
might encourage you to select certain courses – like 
Core Maths – if we think it’ll boost your chances of 
getting onto a specific programme. 

Vocational 
Vocational courses are career-focused and practical, 
and a popular alternative to A-Levels. These 
typically exist as T-Levels or BTEC courses. They’re 
ideal if you know what career or industry you want 
to work in or if you prefer coursework to exams. 
If you decide you want to study at university, a 
Vocational qualification won’t hold you back. In 
fact, many of our courses (BTEC, UAL and CACHE) 
are equivalent to A-Levels and are well-regarded 
by universities. You’ll also be able to take subjects 
like Core Maths to enhance your mathematical 
knowledge and the Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ) if you want to improve your essay-writing 
skills. Alternatively, you could move on to a work 
based qualification when you’re finished, such as 
an apprenticeship or straight into the workplace. 
Vocational qualifications combine academic study 
with real-life experiences, this could be through 
our College Companies or an enhanced work 
experience placement. Vocational qualifications are 
available in levels 1-3. Level 3 Vocational courses are 
typically equivalent to A-Levels. 

Foundation Learning 
If you have a recognised learning difficulty or 
disability – or not many formal qualifications – our 
Foundation Learning courses are a great stepping-
stone. They’ll help you get ready for work or 
prepare you for another course in a supportive 
environment. 

Higher Education 
You can study for a range of different degree-level 
courses at USP College. Whether you are currently 
in employment and looking to up-skill or are a sixth-
form or college leaver our degree programmes are 
a great option if you want to gain a degree locally. 

We offer both full-time and part-time degrees so 
they are flexible to fit around your commitments. 
And, you could save up to £6,000 in tuition fees by 
studying with us. Plus, we’ll guarantee you a place 
on one of them if you successfully complete your 
Level 3 course with us beforehand. 

Adult Education 
Whether you’re interested in changing your job, 
want to improve your career prospects or you want 
to go onto university, we have a fantastic range of 
courses suited to adult learners. We have options 
of both daytime and evening study to work around 
your schedule. Some of our courses, like GCSE 
Maths and English can even be studied for free!*

*subject to available funding.

29



Campus

P S XPalmer’s Seevic XTEND DigitalA Levels. A Levels.

3D Design and 
Architecture

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.
• Grade 4 or above in an art and design or creative media GCSE subject is preferred. 
•   If you haven’t taken a GCSE in an art and design or a creative media subject, you can still 

show a portfolio of work that shows your passion, ability and commitment to this course.

Accounting 3 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English Language and Maths.
•  Grade 5 or above in one GCSE logical/systematic subject (eg. Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 

Combined Science, Computing, Statistics or Further Maths).
•  If you have a grade 4 in GCSE English Language then you must have a grade 4 or above 

in GCSE English Literature and a grade 5 in GCSE History, Religious Studies, Sociology or 
Geography.

Art (Fine) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 5 or above in Art & Design or an art and design related GCSE subject is preferred. 
•  If you haven’t taken a GCSE in art and design or an art and design related subject, you 

can still show a portfolio of work that shows your passion, ability and commitment to this 
course.

Biology 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 5 or above, including English Language and Maths.
•  Grade 6-6 or above in GCSE Combined Science. If you are studying Triple Science, you 

will need a minimum of grade 6 in Biology and grade 6 in either Chemistry or Physics.

Business 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths. 
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.
 Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Language.

• We recommend that you take Core Maths alongside this course.

Business (Applied) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.
• An interest in Business is essential.

Chemistry 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English Language.
• Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 
•  Grade 6-6 or above in GCSE Combined Science. If you are studying Triple Science, you 

will need a minimum of grade 6 in Chemistry and grade 6 in either Biology or Physics.

Classical Civilisation 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
•  Grade 4 or above in GCSE English Literature (if taken) or another subject demonstrating 

essay-writing skills.

COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Computing 3 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 

Criminology 
(Applied)

3 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
•  At least two GCSEs at grade 4 in a written subject. One of these must be English 

Language. Other written subjects include History, Geography, Humanities, English 
Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.

Dance 3 S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths.
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE Dance or Performing Arts.
•  If you have not taken Dance at GCSE but have extensive experience in Dance or 

Performing Arts, this will also be accepted.

Drama & Theatre 
Studies

3 S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE Drama. 
•  If you have not taken Drama at GCSE but have extensive experience in Drama, this will 

also be accepted.

Economics 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 
•  Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Language.

Engineering 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths.
•  To study this course you will ideally be studying A-Level Maths and another Engineering 

related A-Level.

English Language & 
Literature

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.

English Literature 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.
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Campus

P S XPalmer’s Seevic XTEND DigitalA Levels. A Levels.

Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ)

3 P  S • Grade 4 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths. 
•  This course is only open to second year students – you’ll be able to apply for it when 

you’re at the College.

Film Studies 3 S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.

Financial Studies 
(LIBF)

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.

Geography 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography.
• Core Maths must be taken alongside this course if you are not taking A-Level Maths. 

Government & 
Politics

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.
• We recommend that you study Core Maths alongside this course.

Graphic Design 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 4 or above in an art and design or creative media GCSE subject is preferable. 
•  If you don’t have a GCSE in an art and design or a creative media subject, you can still 

show a portfolio of work that shows your passion, ability and commitment to this course.
• We recommend that you study Core Maths alongside this course. 

History 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.
• We recommend that you study Core Maths alongside this course. 

Law 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 6 or above in a humanities subject.

Law (Applied) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in a humanities subject.
• We recommend that you study Core Maths alongside this course. 

Maths 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English Language. 
•  Grade 7 or above in GCSE Maths. Grade 6 will be considered in exceptional 

circumstances.

Maths (Core) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.

Maths (Further) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
•  Grade 8 or above in GCSE Maths, a grade 7 will be considered in exceptional 

circumstances.
• This subject must be taken in combination with A-Level Maths.

Media Studies 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.

Photography 3 S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE Art & Design or an art and design related subject. 
•  If you haven’t taken a GCSE in Art & Design or a related subject, you can still show a 

portfolio of work that shows your passion, ability and commitment to this course.

Physics 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 
•  Grade 6-6 or above in GCSE Combined Science. If you are studying Triple Science you 

will need a minimum of grade 6 in Physics and grade 6 in either Biology or Chemistry.
• To study A-Level Maths alongside your Physics course. 

Psychology 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 5-5 or above in GCSE Combined or Triple Science. 
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.
• Core Maths must be taken alongside this course if you are not studying A-Level Maths. 

Psychology 
(Applied)

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 4 or above in a humanities/social science GCSE subject.
• We recommend you take Core Maths alongside this course.

COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
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Vocational Courses.

Science (Applied) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.
• Grade 4 or above in at least two Science GCSEs (or equivalent). 
• We recommend you take Core Maths alongside this course.

Sociology 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.
•  Grade 5 or above in a GCSE written subject eg. History, Geography, Humanities, English 

Literature, Business, Media Studies, Religious Studies (full course), Drama or Film.
• We recommend you take Core Maths alongside this course.

Sport & Exercise 
Science

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.

Textiles & Fashion 
Design

3 S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including Maths. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE Art & Design or Creative Media related subject. 
•  If you haven’t taken a GCSE in Art & Design or Creative Media related subject, you can 

still show a portfolio of work that shows your passion, ability and commitment to this 
course.

Accounting  3 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.

Animal Care 1 S • Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths. 
• You’ll need to show an enthusiasm for the course as well as a genuine love of animals.

Animal Care 2 S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• At least one GCSE needs to be at grade 4 or above.

Animal 
Management with 
Science

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
•  Grade 4 or above in any GCSE Science (or equivalent).  

or 
•  Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 4 or above. 

Art, Design & 
Media

1 S • Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths. 
•  You’ll be asked to show us examples of your art, design or media work before you start so 

we know you’re interested in working creatively.
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Vocational Courses.

Art & Design 2 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
• At least one GCSE needs to be at grade 4 or above. 
•  We’ll also ask to see a portfolio of your art and design work as part of the interview 

process.

Art & Design 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
•  Grade 4 or above in an art, design or media based GCSE is preferred.  

or 
•  A Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language or Maths at grade 4 or above. 

Business 1 S • Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.

Business 2 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
• At least one GCSE must be grade 4 or above. 
•  Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language or a Foundation Learning course in a related 

area along with Level 1 in English for Functional Skills.

Business 3 P  S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths.  
or 

•  Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language or Maths at grade 4 or above.

Business 
Administration 
(Personal Assistant)

3 P  S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English Language or Maths. If you achieve 
English at a grade 4, your Maths grade must be a 3. 
or

•  Level 2 BTEC Diploma (or equivalent) at grade Merit or above and English Language at 
grade 4 or above.

Business & Finance 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above. 
•  Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.  

or 
•  Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 5 or above.

Creative Media 
Production 

2 S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• At least one GCSE grade 4 or above. 
• GCSE grade 3 or above in an Art & Design or Creative Media subject is preferred.

Creative Media 
Production & 
Technology 

3 P  S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.  
or 

•  A Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 4 or above.

COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
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Early Years 
Practitioner

2 S • Three GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
•  At least one GCSE needs to be at grade 4 or above. 

or
• A Level 1 qualification in a related field.

Engineering 1 S • Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths. 
•  As well as your qualifications, we’ll expect you to demonstrate a genuine interest in 

engineering through your interests or experiences.

Engineering 2 S  • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
• At least one GCSE must be at grade 4 or above.

Engineering 3 S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language. 
• Grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths.

Esports 3 X •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths.  
or 

•  Level 2 BTEC Diploma (or equivalent) in a related area at grade Merit or above and GCSE 
English Language or Maths at grade 4 or above.

Fashion Business & 
Retail

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 

Games 
Development 

3 S  X • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
• Grade 4 or above in GCSE Art, Media or ICT is preferable.

Health & Social 
Care 

1 P  S • Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.

Health & Social 
Care 

2 P  S •  Three GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
or

• A Level 1 qualification in a related field.

Information 
Technology 

2 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
• At least one GCSE at grade 4 or above.

Performing & 
Production Arts

3 P  S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths and Dance.  
or 

•  A Level 2 BTEC Diploma in Performing Arts and GCSE English Language or Maths at 
grade 4 or above.
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Vocational Courses.

Photography 3 S  • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
•  Grade 4 or above in an art, design or media based GCSE is preferred.  

or 
• A Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language or Maths at grade 4 or above. 

Science (Applied) 2 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language, Maths and Science. 
• At least one GCSE must be at grade 4 or above.

Science (Biomedical) 3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 4 or above in at least two Science GCSEs (or equivalent).

Science (Forensic & 
Analytical)

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths. 
• Grade 4 or above in at least two Science GCSEs (or equivalent).

Sport 1 P  S  • Grade 2 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.

Sport 2 P  S •  Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language, Maths and/or any Science 
would also be an advantage. 

• At least one GCSE must be grade 4 or above. 
• Grade 3 or above in any sport-related GCSE.

Sports Coaching & 
Development 

3 P  S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths.  
or

•  A Level 2 BTEC Diploma in a related subject and GCSE English Language or Maths at 
grade 4 or above.

Sport & Exercise 
Science 

3 P  S • Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
•  Grade 4 or above in any Science GCSE.  

or 
• A Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 4 or above. 

Uniformed 
Protective Services

3 S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language and Maths.  
or 

• A Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 4 or above.

Virtual Reality 3 X •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths.  
or 

• A Level 2 BTEC Diploma and GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 4 or above.

Visual Design, 
Illustration & 
Graphic Art

3 S  •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths.  
or 

•  A Level 2 BTEC Diploma or above in a relevant creative subject and GCSE English 
Language or Maths at grade 4 or above.

COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
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Foundation Learning.
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Digital Production, 
Design and 
Development 

3 P  S •  Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
or 

• A relevant Level 2 Diploma.

Education & 
Childcare

3 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths.
•  Grade 4-5 in GCSE Science. 

or 
• A Level 2 Diploma in a relevant course eg. Childcare at grade Merit or above.

Health 3 P  S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths.
•  Grade 4-5 in GCSE Science. 

or 
• A Level 2 Diploma in Health & Social Care at grade Merit or above.

Science 3 S • Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including English Language or Maths. 
•  Grade 4-5 in GCSE Science.  

or 
• A relevant Level 2 Diploma.

Pathways E P  S •  You do not need any formal qualifications to do this programme. It’s designed for young 
people with a recognised learning difficulty and/or disability. If you’re 19+, you’ll need an 
Education Health & Care Plan (EHCP) before you start.

Skills to 
Employment 
Progression (STEP)

E P  X •  You do not need any formal qualifications, just enthusiasm, good attendance and be 
ready to work.

Supported 
Internship

E P  X •  This Supported Internship is designed for young people with a recognised learning 
difficulty and/or a disability who are eager to continue their studies and prepare them for 
adulthood and paid employment. You will need: 

• Good attendance and commitment 
• Good work ethic 
• An Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

Level 1 Vocational 
Studies

1 P • You do not need any formal qualifications.

COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Adult Courses.

Accounting (AAT) 2 P  S • Level 1 Bookkeeping or Level 1 Sage.
•  If you do not hold the above qualifications you must be numerate with good reading and 

writing skills.
• All Accounting students must register for AAT membership.

Accounting (AAT) 3 S • You must have successfully completed the AAT Level 2 Diploma, or equivalent.
• All Accounting students must register for AAT membership. 

Accounting (AAT) 4 S • Successful completion of AAT Level 3 Diploma.
• At least two years of work experience in a relevant Accountancy role.
• All Accounting students are also required to register for AAT membership.

Access to Higher 
Education 

3 S  • You must be aged 19 or over at registration.
•  You must have English Language GCSE grade C/4 or above or Level 2 Functional Skills 

English.
•  It is desirable that you also have GCSE/Level 2 Maths but if not, then a commitment to 

study it alongside your Access course is required as most universities require both English 
and Maths. We offer GCSE Maths as a face-to-face evening course or alternatively if you 
want to study online we recommend Academy Online as one of our partners.

Art & Design  4 S • Level 3 qualification in an Art, Design or Creative Media subject. 
• You will be required to present a portfolio of artwork as part of the interview process. 

Creative Enterprise 4 S • You will need a Level 3 qualification in a relevant subject.
•  It is recommended that students have GCSE grade 4/C or above, or an equivalent Level 2 

qualification, in both English and Maths.

Functional Skills 
English

1 P  S • Currently working to Entry-Level 3 standard

Functional Skills 
English

2 P  S • Currently working to Level 1 standard

Functional Skills 
Maths

1 P  S • Currently working to Entry-Level 3 standard

Functional Skills 
Maths

2 P  S • Currently working to Level 1 standard

GCSE Biology 2 P  S •  Level 2 Functional Skills or GCSE grade C/4 or above in English and Maths. If you do 
not have either of these, you may study the course while also studying GCSE Maths and 
English.

COURSE LEVEL CAMPUS ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
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Higher Education.

GCSE English 
Language 

2 P  S •  You will be required to complete an initial assessment to ensure that this course is an 
appropriate starting point.

GCSE Maths 2 P  S •  You will be required to complete an initial assessment to ensure that this course is an 
appropriate starting point.

Early Years 
Foundation Degree

4  5 S •  Access to suitable work-related experience in an Early Years setting for around 200 hours 
per year.

• 96 UCAS points in a relevant Level 3 BTEC qualification or A-Levels.
• GCSE Grade C/4 or above in English and Maths.

Education Studies 
& Early Years - BA 
(Hons) 

6 S  •  Access to suitable work-related experience in an Early Years setting for around 200 hours 
per year.

• A Level 5 Foundation Degree (or equivalent) in Early Years.
• GCSE Grade C/4 or above in English and Maths.

Creative Media 
Production HNC/
HND

4  5 X  Offers are typically given based on students achieving 96 UCAS points from one of the 
following:
• Foundation Diploma in a relevant subject.
• BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in a relevant subject.
• A-Level at Grade C or above in a creative subject.
•  You will also be required to present a portfolio of artwork to demonstrate your 

commitment and suitability for our course.

Sport & Exercise 
Science (Coaching) 
BSc (Hons)

6 S • 96 UCAS points.
• Grade C/4 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.

Sport & Exercise 
Science (Coaching) 
BSc (Hons)

6  S • 96 UCAS points.
• Grade C/4 or above in GCSE English Language and Maths.
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Come and 
take a look.
We think that it is important, that not only do you 
choose the right course for you but you also find 
the right institution.

We run Open Evenings throughout the year so you 
can view our facilities, meet our teachers and our 
support staff. 

View our upcoming events and secure 
your place by scanning the QR code. 

We hope to see you soon! 
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How to join 
USP College.
We’ve made applying to USP College as 
straightforward as possible. Simply complete 
our online application form at uspcollege.ac.uk.

Tuition fees 
Courses are free if you are a UK citizen and have 
lived in the UK for the past three years, are under 19 
on 31 August 2023 at the start of your course and 
are taking your first ‘full width’ Level 3 qualification. 
If you are an EU citizen please contact our 
Admissions team at admissions@uspcollege.ac.uk 
for further information regarding tuition fees. For 
information on the fees for our Adult Education and 
Higher Education courses, please visit our College 
website at uspcollege.ac.uk. 

Resources and course costs 
With some of our courses we’ll charge you for some 
of the resources you use. You may also go on some 
exciting trips as part of your course which you will 
have to pay for. However, if you have low household 
income you may be eligible for assistance with 
these costs. 

 Application 
As soon as we’ve received your application, we’ll 
email you to let you know it’s arrived safely. Our 
Admissions team will then process it. It is important 
to use your personal email and not your school 
email address so we can stay in touch with you. 

  Application meeting 
Next, we’ll invite you for an informal chat, either in 
person or virtually, about your application. This is a 
chance to discuss your options and course choices 
and tell us about any support you might need. We’ll 
tell you there and then whether we’re able to offer 
you a place and what courses you can take. 

 Offer
After your application meeting, we’ll send you your 
official offer!

 Welcome Day 
We’ll invite you into College at the end of June/
beginning of July, where you will have the opportunity 
to find out more about the course(s) you’ve chosen. 
You’ll be able to look around, explore our College 
facilities, and ask questions. 

 Enrolment 
If your course starts in September, we’ll send you 
details of when you need to enrol during the summer. 
Enrolment starts from the day GCSE results are 
released, normally the third week in August. Please be 
aware of this when planning your holidays.
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uspcollege.ac.uk

Seevic Campus
Runnymede Chase 
Benfleet SS7 1TW
01268 756 111

All content within this course guide is correct at time of print. For the most up-to-date information and course listing please visit uspcollege.ac.uk. 

Palmer’s Campus
Chadwell Road  
Grays RM17 5TD
01375 370 121

Xtend Digital Campus
Meppel Avenue 
Canvey Island SS8 9RZ
01268 882 688

info@uspcollege.ac.uk


